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CR.I'IP NEIfSLETTER" 5 JUNE i 988

Tliis newsietter suarnarires results from the
public meeting phase cf the CRI"IP review
process, inciuding issues dlscussed and
publlc input figures to *afe. Further
lnfcrnatlon is provided regar,Cing the
schedule of the next stages of the process
and upconaing opportunities f nr i:t..rc.1 ',neaei:"t
anc commeilt,.
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June 19BB

Dear Friends of the Grand Canvon:

As we nove out of the publ-ic meeting process of the Colorado River Managenent
Plan revlew and into the prelininary decision-naking phase, it seems appropriate
to summarize the results of the neetings. The flrst forrnal public meetlng,
held in Flagstaff, Arizona on Aprll 22, 1988, was attended by 34 people, 7 of
whom made formal public comments. The second and third opportunltles for publtc
comment occurred ln Denver, Colorado on May 24, 1988 and Reno, Nevada on May
25, 1988. Agairr, 34 interested people were present at the Denver meetlng, with
1,4 naking fornal comments, while 7 peopie met with NPS representatives in Reno.
Iio one in Reno made a formal comment. Many dlfferent issues and concerns were
expressed and addressed at these meerings. In addition to the written comrnents
received fron 168 individuals, 48 Colorado River Managenaent Plan Issue Workbooks
have been returned to the park. The nailing Jist stands at approxinately 1000
names.

Currently we are in the process of summarizing t,he cornnents received aad
developing preferred alternatives for each of the issues raised. In order to
facilitate this process, Grand Can;ron National Park staff ni1l meet with an
advisory committee comprised of representatives of various interest groups and
scientific diseiplines during the nonth of ju1y. The draft preferretl
alternatives w111 be printed in the next newsletter and will be distrlbuted
foJ-lowing that neeting. The draft preferred alternatives will be available for
written public comment for 30 days. Ifritten conments and conpleted workbooks
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wil1 be accepted until /r.ugust 31, 19BB for incorporation in the revl-sed CRMP.
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CRMP NEWSLETTER AUGUST 19BB

This newsletter contalns a synopsis of
the Preferred Alternatives developed i-n
response to the primary i.ssues di scussed ancl
concerns ral sed during the CRMP revJ"ew
process. Also included is a summary of
events since the last newsletterr 8s well
as & ti.netable for the remaincier of the
review process.

I'r162s1.s(GRCA)

August 1988

Dear Frien<is of the Grand Canyon:

The past several weeks have been particularly busy and produc.tive as we approach
the end of the Colorado River Management Pl-an public input and review process.
Based upon comments and suggestions received during the pubJ-ic inpu.t phase of
the CRIIP, prinary issues have been identlfied, and the Natlonal Park Servlce
has devel-oped alternative management policies which address the main concerns
which have been dlscussed.

The resultant Draft Preferred Alternatives should not be confused wlth the Draft
Revised Colorado River Management Pl-an, whrdfr-ffi available for public review
in October. The Preferred Alternatlves represent management options, which,
folJ-owing a 30 day pub1lc review process, will be incorporated into the draft
revised plan. In addition, the Preferred Alternatives do not necessarily
represent any specifLc alternatives that were proposed in the Issues Workbook,
al-though they nay contain e1ements of the latter, depending on the comments
recelved ln the workbooks

The Draft Preferred Alternatives r.rere completed in early Ju1y and were initial-1y
distrtbuted to nembers of the Grand Canyon Concessioners' Steerlng Comnittee
and the Constituent Advl-sory Committee. Meetings were hel-d with these groups
in nid-Jul-y in order to provide the opportunity for input fron the various
constituencies and interest groups. Atteadees included representatlves from
the natural- and social sclence communLties, noncommercial user groups, commercial
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river guides, environnental and conservation organizatl.ons, and commercj.al
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outfitters. Resultlng fron these neetings, ninor revisLons to che Preferred- Alternatives were made prior to their distrlbution for publie review and comment.
Complete Preferred Alternative booklets, which lnclude an explanation of current
NPS pollcyr objectives associated with the proposed changes, the actual
alternative, and an explanatory rationale of the policy ehange decision, have
inltially been nailed only to indlviduals or groups that have subnitted wrttten
comments and/or completed workbooks or have attended publlc neetLngs. However,
anyone else wlshing to review the proposed changes may request a copy by writlng
the Colorado River Managenent Plannlng Offtce, P.0. Box 129, Grand Canyon,
Arl"zona 86023 or by calling (602) 638-7708 or (602) 638-7843. Any eomments
regarding the Preferred Alternatives must be received in writing no later than
septenber 15 in order to be considered ln the Draft Revised p1an.

A surnmary of the signlficant policy changes associated with the Preferred
Alternatives ls lncluded below; however, it should be noted that the issues are
presented in no particular prloritizatlon or order.

ISSUE: Colorado River Trips Conducted for Researeh purposes

Significant Policy Changes:

1) A11 research trLp proposals for a gi.ven year must be
subnaitted no later than Decenober I of the year prior to the
proposed trip.

2) Justiflcations as to why a rlver trip is essential to the
acconplishnent of the research and each trip nember's rol-e will be
required.

3) Col-orado River trips conducted for research purposes wil1 be
required to secure an adequate insurance bond to cover trlp
partlclpants.

4) Upon completlon of research trlps, the trlp leader and/or head
researcher must subnit a journal of trLp acconplishments and
actlvitles to the Superintendentrs Office, and copies of any
publlcations resulting from research conducted on the CoLorado Rj-ver
must be subnitted to the National- Park Serviee in a timeiv manner.

ISSUE: Commercially Guided Fishing Trtps

Significant Pollcy Changes: No changes ro the current policy are
proposed.

ISSUE: Comrnercial aad NoncommercLal- Winter Use

Slgnificant Policy Changes:

1) The cornmercial winter user day allotment w111 be distrlbuted
amoDS the exlsting outfitters in such a way as to provide each
outfLtter with an opportunity to cont.inue or establish use during
the seeondary period, as well as reward those conpanies wlth
historically higher use in the secondary season.



2) A user day pool will be adninlstered by the l.lPS to distrlbute
unused allocation.

3) 1r16ngsmmef,cia1 launches in the secondary season rvll-l be

increased to 5 per vreek. The naximum number of winter trips will be

inereased fron 40 to 52.

ISSUE: Noncommercial ltraitlng List

Significant Policy Changes:

1) A $100 non-refundabJ-e, non-transferrable adrninistrative fee
will be charged to all- new applicants to the waiting 1ist.

2> The waitlng list will- be open to new enroll-es for 2 nonthso
from January 1 to February 28 ot 29 each year.

3) The continuing interest requirenent will be discontinue<i.

4) Noncomrnercial launch dates will be scheduled two years in
advance of the current season and will be scheduled according to
launch preference sheets received fron applicants at the top of the
waiting 1ist.

5) Launch date deferrals will no longer be allowed unless
speciflcally approved by the chief of visitor and Resource
Protection.

6) The River Pennits Office will attempt to f111 any unscheduled
or cancelled launch dates by contactlng appl-icants at the top of
the waiting list (i.e., those that have been on the list the
longest), either by telephone or in wrlting.

7) A call--ln system, available to anyone on the waitlng list, will
be established to schedule any launch dates not fi11ed by other
methods.

S) Appllcants will no longer be removed fron the walLing list tf
they accompany another aonconnercial trip.

9) The experimental double launch progr€rm will- be continued
pending continued nonitoring of inpacts and effects'

10) A noncommereial user day pool wt11 be established from unused
allocatLon and wilL be adninistratively distributed Ln the forn
of addittonal doubl-e launches as sufficlent user days become

available.

ISSUE: Crowdlng and Congestion et Camps and Attraction Sltes

Significant Pol-Icy Changes:

f) Layovers during the prinary season in critlcal rlver
corridors and at selected camps will be strongly dlscouraged.



2) No commercial conpanies will be pernitted to conduct trip
the specific purpose of crew training during the prinary seas

3) Corornercial "Deadhead" trips will be requlred to count the
number of passengers to be picked up downstrerm against the 1

passenger launch linnit from Lees Ferry the day the enpty boat
depart Lees Ferry. In a<idition, deadheads will- be required t
expedite travel to their passenger pick-up point and will be
allowed to take only the number of crew members as specifled
Annual Conmercial 0perating Requlrements.

ISSUE: Equity of Allocation/Access Between Commercial and Noncomnerclal

Slgniflcant Pol-icy Changes: Policy changes and nodifications to
existirrg dlstribution systems in response to other issues as descr
above lriLl serve to mitisate this lssue.

As stated above, the Preferred Alternatives w111 be open for revJew and
comment unEl1 Septenber 15, i988. Completlon of the Draft Revised CRMP

announced in October via a newsletter and will be inltlally distributed
indirridtrals who requested the Preferred Alternatives for review. Copies
Draft Plan wil-l- also be available through written request and will be op
public comment for 30 days. Subsequently, the Finai Revised Colorado Ri
Management Plan will be developed and conpleted by December, 1988. The
review process will contlnue on a 5 to 10 year revision cycle for najor
changes subject to publlc review, whlle minor operational modiflcations
occur as part of Annual Operating Requirernent revisions. The intent of
long-term schedule is to naLntaia a dynamic, flexible plan which will be
responsive to different and changing environmental and user needs, while
provlding an acceptable leve1 of resource protectlon durlng a nanageable
period.

Although this particular public involvement perlod is coroing to an end,
forward to the continuing involvement of aJ-1 people who share a concern
preservation of the unique envlronneat and landscape Grand Canyon Nation
represents. lJe sl-ncerely thank a1l- of you who have committed your time,
knowledge, and experience toward Lnsuring this dynamic review process wi
continue for e long tine to come.

Sincerely,

Rlchard I,J. Marks
Superj.ntendent


